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Key content 

& skills  

TOPIC: thinking 

sociologically 

 

*How does society work? 

Rules, laws, values, culture & 

primary socialisation – lots 

of examples of things we do 

‘together’.  

*Agencies of socialisation; 

family, education, media, the 

state. Formal and informal 

social control 

*What is sociology? 

Structure, action, consensus, 

conflict 

*Sociological perspectives; 

functionalism 

*Sociological perspectives; 

Marxism 

*Sociological perspectives; 

feminism 

*Sociological perspectives; 

interactionism 

TOPIC: research methods 

 

*Primary and secondary 

research methods and data 

*Qualitative and quantitative 

data 

*Sampling methods 

Practical, ethical and 

theoretical considerations 

when carrying out research 

*Research methods and 

examples 

TOPIC: stratification 

 

*Systems of stratification in 

society; class, age, gender, 

ethnicity 

*Life chances including 

achieved and ascribed status 

*Poverty 

*Patriarchy 

TOPIC: families & 

households 

 

*what is a family 

*The functions of the family 

*How has the family 

changed over time? 

*What are the functions of 

the family? 

*Roles and responsibilities 

within the family 

*Has the family lost its 

functions? 

TOPIC: education 

 

*The functions of the 

education system 

*Different types of school 

*Differential achievement; 

social class 

*Differential achievement; 

gender 

TOPIC: crime & deviance 

 

*Key ideas; what is crime? 

What is deviance? 

*Crime statistics 

*Sociological explanations 

for crime and deviance 
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